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TodaToday

for students doing Honours or for students doing Honours or 
ILP in 2010

-Why do a year of research when I want to be a clinician? 
-Honours/ILP -----similarities & differencesHonours/ILP similarities & differences
-How are they assessed?
-finding a project:

- Significant datesSignificant dates
-How to find a project
-Where to find information
-Who to contact for helpWho to contact for help



Hono s and ILP Con enoHonours and ILP Convenor

Dr John Hunt 

Department of Pathology,
School of Medical Sciences,
Faculty of Medicine, UNSW.Faculty of Medicine, UNSW.

Contact : 

J.Hunt@unsw.edu.auJ.Hunt@unsw.edu.au
Ph. 9385 1580
Room 507, 5th Floor
Wallace Wurth BuildingWallace Wurth Building



dHonours and ILP 
Administrative Assistant

Joanna Tjojoatmodjo

Office of the Dean,
Faculty of Medicine, UNSW.

Contact : 

djuniah@unsw.edu.au
Ph. 9385 1317Ph. 9385 1317



ILP & Honours : Why?ILP & Honours : Why?

To learn how to be a good clinician 
you must learn to think scientifically you must learn to think scientifically 

Cli i l d i i E id b d di i-Clinical decisions -Evidence based medicine

-How to distinguish good research from bad research

-Need to see how biomedical research is conducted

Need to see the process from beginning to end-Need to see the process from beginning to end 

-what is easy? what is difficult? what problems arise? 



What is an ILP?What is an ILP?

Independent research or learning project 
R h  t f h lth  Research some aspect of health or 
medicine
24 weeks of full time work24 weeks of full time work
Work with a supervisor (team?)
Outputs  lit review + final report Outputs = lit review + final report 
Aim is to get you thinking “scientifically” 



Ho  does Hono s diffe  f om ILP?How does Honours differ from ILP?

Independent research or learning project 
Research some aspect of health or medicine
Work with a supervisor (team?)
Aim is to get you thinking “scientifically”

32 weeks of full time work32 weeks of full time work
Outputs = lit review + seminars + thesis  
Normally a preparation for higher Normally a preparation for higher 
research degree 
More challenging projects More challenging projects 



Hono s Honours 

BSc (Med) Hons 

Only as year 4 student
need a WAM of over 70need a WAM of over 70
numbers capped  ( 30 but may change)



Independent Lea ning P ojectIndependent Learning Project

When is the ILP?When is the ILP?

Phase 2 : Years 3 or 4 Phase 2 : Years 3 or 4 

2 entry points

March 2010 November 2010 (4th Year)

May 2010  March  2011  (3rd Year)



Independent Lea ning P ojectIndependent Learning Project

How long is the ILP?

3 courses (total of 28UoC) (ILP1, ILP2, 
ILP3)ILP3)

Equivalent to 24 weeks of full time Equivalent to 24 weeks of full time 
study spread over 32 weeks

ILP 2 is taken concurrently with Extra 
faculty course + coursework



ILP  AssessmentILP : Assessment

How is the ILP assessed?How is the ILP assessed?

ILP 1 - Lit Review/Progress report 

ILP 2 - Supervisor’s report ILP 2 Supervisor s report 
(satisfactory/unsatisfactory)

ILP 3- Final Report (5000 words)
External examiner   - 60%
Supervisor’s report  - 40%  



Hono s Honours 

BSc (Med) HonsBSc (Med) Hons

Assessment Assessment 

3000 word Literature Review (u/satisfactory) (10 %)
Introductory Seminar  (5%)
Final Seminar (15 %)
20 000 word Thesis (50 %)20, 000 word Thesis     (50 %)
Student performance (supervisor) (20 %)



ILP: where can I do my y
ILP/Honours ? 

Any UNSW affiliate:Any UNSW affiliate:
School of Medical Sciences
School of Psychiatry
School of Public Health and Community Medicine
School of R al HealthSchool of Rural Health
School of Women's and Children's Health
Prince of Wales Clinical School
St George Clinical School
St Vincent's Clinical School
South Western Sydney Clinical School

School of Biotechnology and Biomolecular Sciencegy
School of Psychology 
Graduate School of Biomedical Engineering

Black Dog Institute
Children's Cancer Institute
Garvan Institute
Prince of Wales Medical Research InstitutePrince of Wales Medical Research Institute
Skin and Cancer Foundation
Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute



Independent Lea ning P ojectIndependent Learning Project

Are there exemptions from the ILP?

Having completed a Honours or higher 
degree by research ( t b  k)degree by research (not by coursework).

Other ? Case by caseOther ? Case by case



ILP 2010 – Significant Dates 

Apr 09    Negotiation process start date: 

12 Jun 09   Last date to submit submission form on emed 
must have “incomplete” as first word in title if not final 
versionversion 

28 Aug 09  Last date to finalise negotiated form on eMed 

_____________________________________________

14 Sep 09  Allocated projects listed on eMed
21 Sep 09 Allocated ILP preference form sent21 Sep 09  Allocated ILP preference form sent 
12 Oct  09  Allocated ILP preference form due 

23 Nov 09   Decision about project allocation will be available: p j

29 Mar 2010   Start of ILP for 4th year in 2010
17 May 2010: Start of ILP for 3rd year in 2010: 



Hons 2010 – Significant Dates 

April 28    Email will be sent asking for interest in Hons

May 18     Will be advised of your WAM (need 70 ):
average of P1 courses excluding EOP & Portfolio 

12 Jun      Last date to submit Honours project form 

____________________________

29 Mar 2010   Start of Honours in 2010



ILP & Honours ILP & Honours 

How do you find a project?

Students can negotiate a project with a 
supervisor supervisor 

ILP : submit by June 12 / finalise by Aug 28 
Honours : Submit by  June 12Honours : Submit by  June 12

ILP projects may be selected from p j y
website. If over subscribed, student 
allocated to ILP by ballot (Aug-Sep). 



Negotiating a Project  g g j

think
read / researchread / research
short-list & Contact
DecideDecide
develop plan



Think

Long term career plans?
Have you found some fields more 
i t ti  th  th  ?interesting than others ?
Have you found any staff members 
more interesting / inspiring ???more interesting / inspiring ???
Are you more interested in clinical or 
lab based ? lab based ? 



Read / Resea chRead / Research

h  f i t t i  research areas of interest using 
“research interest” or staff profiles on  
faculty of medicine web siteacu ty o ed c e eb s te
read through previous projects listed on 
ILP web site (“current projects)
talk to previous students
talk to staff members / facilitators

i i h ( 0arrange meeting with me (room 507 
WWB, 9385 1580



Sho t list & contactShort list & contact

make a short-list
arrange  meeting
do your research before you meet ! -–
know what the potential supervisor does 

have an idea in mind - have an idea in mind 
listen



DecideDecide

Work through the options
Take into consideration Take into consideration 

Type of work
Supervisorp
Back-up / support



Independent Lea ning P ojectIndependent Learning Project

Make a plan in collaboration with your 
d dintended supervisor

Adapt this plan for the ILP submission 
f  form 
Submit by June 12

Finalise by Friday Aug 28 



Info mation?Information?

Research interests on Faculty Website
List of Projects on ILP website
ILP-friendly supervisors listed on ILP 
eMED
Talk to staff you know
Talk to other students 
Talk to me







ILP & Honours ILP & Honours 

Guiding principles

D ’     iDon’t contact too many supervisors
Be polite
Supervisors are busy people
Do some homework



ILP & Honours ILP & Honours 

Who to contact?

John Hunt 
9385 15809385 1580
J.Hunt@unsw.edu.au


