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Our mission

The School of Public Health and Community Medicine is 
committed to excellence in research, teaching and action 

to enhance health and health services

The following values underpin our work within the context of the School:

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH, TEACHING AND SERVICE, AND TO ENHANCING HEALTH 
CAPACITIES AND SERVICES FOR POPULATIONS

•	 Recognition of the crucial and productive interaction between leading edge research, teaching and service 

•	 Commitment to creatively addressing the needs of our undergraduate and postgraduate students, our partners, 
and the communities and health services with which we interact 

•	 Commitment to establishing an ethical community within our workplace, through promoting fair workloads, 
mutual respect, open channels of communication, a tolerance of different perspectives and approaches, and 
opportunities for support and development 

•	 Creation of a diverse, stimulating, flexible, people-centred, reflective and adequately resourced workplace

The following values underpin our work in Australia, in the Asia-Pacific region, and globally and in 
relation to health policy, research, teaching and practice:

BELIEF IN HEALTH AS A PUBLIC GOOD AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT FOR ALL

•	 Commitment to social justice, equity, diversity and multiculturalism 

•	 Recognition of the valuable roles of different perspectives, disciplines and approaches to addressing emerging 
and existing problems 

•	 Commitment to providing a base for exploring, critiquing, and stimulating dialogue and accountability that will 
promote transformation of public health, health services and systems
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The School of Public Health 
and Community Medicine 
and the University recognise 
the unique position of 
the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples in 
Australia's culture and 
history. Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples 
have inhabited Australia 
for well over 50,000 years 
and their unique cultures 
and identities are bound 
up with the land and sea.

of public health and programs for 
the public good.  

At UNSW, we offer a rich and 
diverse range of courses in 
public health and health service 
management, and have a tradition 
of excellence in teaching. Our 
largest areas of research strength 
are in global health, primary 
care, health and human rights, 
Indigenous health and infectious 
diseases epidemiology, but we have 
expertise in many other areas.  This 
is the school to be at if you have 
a genuine passion for the health 
of populations, if you care about 
the inequities in health in our 
world and if you want to make a 
difference. The people in this school 
are unified by a common belief 
in the power of public health and 
community medicine to bring about 
change and population wellbeing. 
As one of the largest schools in our 
country within a leading Faculty 
of Medicine, we embrace our 
important role in mentoring and 
shaping the future leaders in the 
field. Browse these pages and learn 
about the breadth and depth of 
our teaching and research, and I 
hope we can welcome you into the 
UNSW School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine.1

Professor Raina MacIntyre
Head, School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine

1. 	I'm grateful for the input of Professor 
Lisa Jackson Pulver for the wording 
of the acknowledgment to the 
traditional owners of the land.

We acknowledge that the 
Aboriginal people are the original 
owners of the lands occupied and 
used by our school.  UNSW is 
located on the lands of the Eora 
people.

It is important that the special 
position of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples as Australia's 
First Peoples is recognised and 
incorporated into the activities of 
the school. The School of Public 
Health and Community Medicine 
seeks to achieve this through 
observing Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultural protocols 
and the provision of services and 
programs appropriate to UNSW's 
Indigenous medical students and 
other students who are focussed 
on Indigenous health and well-
being.  We are also fortunate to 
have Indigenous Health as one of 
our flagship research areas, led by 
Professor Lisa Jackson Pulver. 

Public health and community 
medicine are different but related 
disciplines, which have key 
elements in common that bring us 
together as a School. These include 
a concern beyond the individual, 
an interest in the societal context 
in which health care is provided, 
and a commitment to equity and 
social justice. Public health and 
community medicine are powerful 
tools with which we can bring some 
equality into an unequal world.   
For example, vaccination programs 
protect the entire community, 
even those who are unvaccinated 
through herd immunity effects, 
regardless of socioeconomic status. 
Where there is poverty, inequity 
and suffering, public health can 
make a difference, and Australia has 
a very strong tradition and culture 

Head of School welcome



SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND COMMUNITY MEDICINE • UNSW4

Professor Raina MacIntyre took 
up the position of Head of 
School in March 2008. She is 
a medical epidemiologist, and 
runs a highly strategic research 
program spanning epidemiology, 
mathematical modelling, public 
health and clinical trials in 
infectious diseases. 

Her interests include infectious 
diseases, epidemiology, respiratory 
pathogens including tuberculosis, 
influenza and pneumococcal dis-
ease, vaccines, health economics, 

NEW HEAD OF SCHOOL

evidence-based medicine, public 
health and preventive medicine, 
adult immunisation, immunosup-
pression, refugee health and health 
services research.  

Professor MacIntyre is a current 
associate editor of Epidemiology 
and Infection (Cambridge 
University Press). She leads an 
NHMRC Capacity Building Grant 
in mathematical modelling of 
infectious diseases. Through this 
she initiated and led the creation, 
funding and training of the Network 
of Infectious Diseases Modellers 
of Australia, a national network 
spanning three states and five 
Universities. She is senior principal 
research fellow at the National 
Centre for Immunisation Research 
and Surveillance of Vaccine 
Preventable Diseases. She is also 
involved in vaccination research 
in the NHMRC Centre for Clinical 
Research Excellence in Infection 
and Bioethics in Haematology at 
Westmead Hospital. She is also 
involved in a range of clinical 
research in influenza and respiratory 
pathogens, including research on 

the use of face masks, influenza 
and pneumococcal vaccines and 
antiviral use.

With over 120 publications in 
peer-reviewed journals she also 
sits on several expert groups 
including the Scientific Influenza 
Advisory Group to the Chief 
Medical Officer of Australia, and 
the US Institute of Medicine's 
Committee on PPE for Healthcare 
Workers in the Workplace 
against Novel H1N1 Influenza A.

Among numerous career awards, 
she received the Sir Henry 
Wellcome Medal and Prize, 
from the US military in 2007 for 
her work on bioterrorism, and 
has previously been awarded 
the Australian Society for 
Infectious Diseases Award for 
Advanced research in Infectious 
Diseases (2003). She will 
continue to build on her strategic 
infectious diseases research at 
UNSW, and looks forward to 
building on existing strengths 
and providing new leadership 
directions for the School. 

When A/Professor Rosemary 
Knight joined the School in 2005 
she came with a wealth of policy 
experience.  She had directed 
the Australian Quality Use of 
Medicines Program, the National 
General Practice Evaluation and 
Research Program and the General 
Practice Financing Program.  
Immediately before joining the 
school, she was Acting Assistant 

Secretary in the Health Priorities 
and Suicide Prevention Branch, 
Health Services Improvement 
Division of the Australian 
Government Department of Health 
and Ageing. It was during this work 
that she developed a strong interest 
and commitment to working 
in cancer and more broadly in 
prevention which she continued 
while in the School.

She had barely settled into the 
School when she was asked by 
the Dean to take over as Head of 
School.  During 2006 and 2007 she 
provided strong leadership within 
the School while still consulting with 
the staff.  She was a strong advocate 
on behalf of the School within the 
University as a whole.  This was 
a very difficult thing to balance 
as the School adjusted to the 
increasing priority given to research 

and performance.  Under her 
leadership, the School managed 
to grow and improve while still 
balancing the books.  She left the 
School with strong undergraduate 
and postgraduate education 
programs, an increasing number 
of research students and improved 
performance in publications.

Rosemary has returned to 
Canberra as Special Advisor 
on Population Health.  By all 
accounts, this has been hectic 
work given the new government's 
agenda.  She continues her link 
with the school through her 
conjoint appointment including 
supervision of a number of higher 
degree students.  We wish her 
well in her career and many 
members of the School look 
forward to keeping in touch over 
coffee in Sydney or Canberra.
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Overview
The School has a vibrant and active 
research culture, evidenced in the 
work of our many research students 
(currently over 120 enrolled) and 
academic staff, our significant 
track record of publications, our 
successful history of research 
grants, and the trans-disciplinary 
backgrounds and experience of 
our academic and research staff. 
In addition to academic staff based 
in the School, our many conjoint 
staff and those within our affiliated 
Research Centres contribute 
significantly to our research profile. 
Our projects range in scope from 
randomised controlled trials and 
observational epidemiology to 
qualitative studies, and are funded 
by many sources including the 
National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC) and the 
Australian Research Council (ARC).  

•	 Ageing & geriatric medicine 
•	 Biostatistics 
•	 Epidemiology 
•	 Health economics 
•	 Health promotion 
•	 Health professional education
•	 Health services & systems 
•	 Health service management 

and human resources 
•	 International health
•	 Mathematical modelling 

Our research is strongly 
underpinned by a commitment to 
addressing issues around equity 
and social justice, and is focused 
on finding real life solutions to the 
increasingly complex problems 
faced by populations, practitioners 

•	 Mental health
•	 Psychosocial issues 
•	 Qualitative research 
•	 Refugee health 
•	 Scholarship of learning and 

teaching 
•	 Sexual health
•	 Smoking cessation
•	 Social determinants of 

health 
•	 Research methods 

and policy makers. Much of 
the research we do is highly 
collaborative, drawing upon a 
variety of disciplinary backgrounds 
ensuring a dynamic and challenging 
intellectual basis for research of the 
highest quality.

Research strengths

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

GLOBAL HEALTH@UNSW

HEALTH ETHICS AND  
HUMAN RIGHTS

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

INDIGENOUS HEALTH

ADDITIONAL AREAS OF EXPERTISE AVAILABLE IN THE SCHOOL
MAJOR RESEARCH  
STRENGTHS
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Infectious Diseases
The School has a large critical mass of multidisciplinary 
expertise in epidemiology, mathematical modelling, health 
economic modelling, special risk populations, social research 
and clinical research in infectious diseases. In particular, our 
staff bridge these diverse areas and bring them together in truly 
multidisciplinary research. For example, our clinical trials have 
within them sub-studies that involve mathematical modelling 
and health economic evaluation. This allows the maximum 
value to be gained from our research. The multidisciplinary 
nature of our research also facilitates the translation of research 
outcomes into policy and practice.

Influenza and emerging 
infections 

We are conducting a range of  
studies in influenza and emerging 
infections.  Some of this is around 
disease control policy, such as 
critical evaluation of current 
knowledge and practices of 
protection of healthcare workers 
and the community during an 
influenza pandemic to inform 
development of a tool for identifying 
levels of protection required for 
various occupational settings in a 
pandemic.  We are also involved 
in clinical trials of pharmaceutical 
and non-pharmaceutical 
interventions (including face masks) 
in prevention of influenza, as well 
as observational epidemiologic 
studies, including a study of the 
role of influenza in precipitating  
cardiac, stroke and respiratory 
hospitalisations. 

Staff involved in infectious 
diseases research

Professor Raina MacIntyre •	
(Convenor)

Professor Daniel Tarantola•	

Professor Anthony Zwi•	

Professor Nicholas Zwar•	

Professor Mark Ferson•	

A/Professor Mary-Louise •	
McLaws

A/Professor Juliet Richters•	

Dr James Wood•	

Dr Niamh Stephenson•	

Dr Mohamud Sheikh•	

Dr Eleanor Freedman•	

Dr Zhanhai Gao•	

Dr Anthony Newall•	

Dr Holly Seale•	

Dr Brahmaputra Marjadi•	

Anita Heywood•	

Jan Gralton•	

Professor Raina MacIntyre	
Convenor

Epidemiology Hospital infection control 
and epidemiology 

Research in this area includes 
epidemiology and mathematical 
modelling of patient safety and 
behaviour issues in hospitals and 
development of standardised 
surveillance and analysis 
protocols for hospitals to control 
and manage infection.

Modelling

Mathematical modelling studies 
have been used to examine key 
factors in infectious disease 
epidemiology.  Current research 
studies aim to:

Predict whether current •	
measles vaccination strategies 
will be sufficient to maintain 
elimination of endemic measles 
transmission in the near to 
medium term future.

Reconstruct a  model of •	
varicella zoster virus (VZV) 
transmission to examine the 
impact of VZV vaccination 
on the epidemiology of VZV 

Research strengths • Infectious Diseases
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Indigenous Health

Muru Marri Indigenous Health 
Unit is a dedicated Indigenous 
health research unit, which resides 
wholly within the School of Public 
Health and Community Medicine. 
Indigenous health is identified as 
a research strength of the School. 
Launched in 2004, Muru Marri is 
a visible, active contributor to the 
health and well-being of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
through research and intervention 
projects – particularly for urban-
dwelling populations – as well as 
in the area of teaching, community 
service, publication, representation 
on peak bodies, and advocacy. 

Alongside Muru Marri are a range 
of UNSW partners, including 
colleagues in Nura Gili Indigenous 
Programs, CHETRE, CPHCE, 
NDARC, RCS, ILC, SPRC, POWMRI 
and Shalom College. Significant 
growth has also occurred in our 
collaborations with critical friends 
beyond UNSW and partners within 
the community.

To Aboriginal people, health is 
more than the absence of disease. 
Ill-health can be a manifestation 
of many things, including spiritual 
and emotional alienation from Land 
and Country, family and culture. 
Land and Country are central to 
Aboriginal people's identity and 
spiritual beliefs, as is connection to 
family and community.

This concept of health and well-
being forms the core of Muru 
Marri's work.

Well-being was also significantly 
touched on by the inaugural 
Parliamentary Welcome to Country 
that took place on February 12, 

2008, the day before the National 
Apology to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples – particularly 
the Stolen Generations – which 
was the first order of business for 
the 42nd Parliament of Australia. 
Both events heralded far-reaching 
changes in national Indigenous 
policy towards achieving equality 
in health and well-being, and in the 
approach towards achieving this 
we will take as a nation. They also 
make way for a transformation in 
belonging for all Australians, and 
of the many way obligations and 
responsibilities that draw from this.

Research

Examples of work undertaken in 
2007-2008 include:

What is the burden of dementia 
in urban dwelling Indigenous 
Australians?
Working in partnership and 
collaboration with a number of 
Aboriginal communities and 
organisations, this project – also 
known at the Koori Growing Old 
Well Study (KGOWS), asks a 
number of questions of Aboriginal 
people living in NSW aged 45 years 
and over about their experiences 
of dementia, with the aim of 
establishing basic care and support 
needs and to determine factors 
for successful and unsuccessful 
cognitive ageing.  

The Gudaga Project: Understanding 
the health, development and 
service use of Aboriginal children 
in an urban environment
The Gudaga Project – a five 
year NHMRC funded project 
– is following a birth cohort of 
Aboriginal children from birth to 

Professor Lisa Jackson Pulver
Director, Muru Marri Indigenous 
Health Unit

Muru Marri staff involved 
in Indigenous Health 
research

Professor Lisa Jackson •	
Pulver

Ms Rachelle Arkles•	

Dr Ilse Blignault•	

Dr Pippa Craig•	

Dr Phyll Dance•	

Ms Allison Dejanovic•	

Ms Sally Fitzpatrick•	

Ms Jill Guthrie•	

Mr Ray Lovett•	

Mr Ray Minniecon•	

A/Professor Jan Ritchie•	

Ms Miranda Rose•	

Ms Emily Sullivan•	

Ms Caroline Vale•	

Research strengths • Indigenous Health
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5 years in order to describe their 
health, development and service 
(health and children's) use. The first 
study of its kind in Eastern Australia, 
its outcomes will contribute to 
understanding of the health and 
other needs of Aboriginal children 
in an urban Aboriginal community.  

Barawul Yana: Better strategies 
for the recruitment, retention and 
support of Indigenous medical 
students in Australia – A NSW 
Report 

Completed in 2007, Barawul Yana, 
the UNSW arm of the Footprints to 
the Future collaboration, investigated 
the recruitment and retention 
of Indigenous medical students, 
including strategies to improve the 
retention of Indigenous students 
through to tertiary education, and 
the role of university-based health 
career residential programs in 
facilitating student entry into degrees 
in medicine and other health 
professions. 

The Health of our People
This epidemiological and 
demographic profile for the Bulgarr 
Ngaru Aboriginal Health Service, 
Grafton, NSW, was completed in 
2008.  

Review of social and emotional 
well-being and mental health 
services for the Many Rivers 
Aboriginal Medical Service Alliance 
(MRAMSA) 
The aim of this review is to better 
equip MRAMSA members to meet 
the social emotional well-being and 
mental health needs of their service 
communities located in northern 
NSW. 

Learning and teaching

Muru Marri continues to deliver 
the six unit course PHCM9630 
Indigenous Health in Australia to 

students in the Master of Public 
Health and, in 2008, to an intake of 
Master of Forensic Mental Health 
students.

Muru Marri's Director continues 
to supervise a number of PhD, 
MPH and DrPH students, several of 
whom have achieved publication.  

The Unit successfully supports 
students from other institutions as 
well – one from ANU's NCEPH 
MAE program in collaboration with 
the NPSU, and another, a final year 
medical student from Leeds (UK), 
who spent her term researching 
health policy in the Indigenous 
context. An Independent Learning 
Project by a Shalom Gamarada 
scholarship recipient was also co-
supervised. All three students also 
achieved publication of the research 
undertaken during their time at 
Muru Marri.

Milestones

Over 2007-2008 key staff 
achievements included:

Dennis McDermott, co-founder •	
of Muru Marri, is now Associate 
Professor at the Faculty of 
Health Sciences at Flinders 
University, and a SPHCM 
conjoint. 

In 2008, Dr Anton Clifford •	
became the first staff member to 
achieve a PhD and now has a 
post-doctoral award at NDARC 
while continuing to work 
with Muru Marri on specific 
projects.

Muru Marri's Research •	
Associate, Sally Fitzpatrick, 
graduated from UNSW's Master 
of Public Health. 

Muru Marri Director, Dr Lisa •	
Jackson Pulver was promoted 
to Professor of Indigenous and 

Public Health in December 
2008, and will be commencing a 
new era for SPHCM, building on 
her previous work and making 
Indigenous Health a flagship 
area of research for the School. 

Community engagement

As an academic unit, the majority 
of Muru Marri's community 
engagement work occurs 
through Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Organisations, 
as demonstrated in many of the 
following collaborations: 

Collaborations

In September 2007, Muru •	
Marri and the Faculty of 
Medicine proudly hosted LIME 
Connection II, an outcome of 
the Medical Deans Indigenous 
Health Project. The conference 
theme was: Cultures Across the 
Indigenous Health Spectrum, 
with Muru Marri's Director 
as Scientific Committee 
Chairperson and Conference 
Vice Chairperson.  

Also in 2007, Muru Marri •	
was contracted to support 
the capacity building of the 
NSW Bringing Them Home 
Counsellor Group Forum. 
Forum members are counsellors 
and other social and emotional 
well-being (SEWB) support 
workers who serve Stolen 
Generations clients and families 
within their communities, often 
through community controlled 
organisations. Between 
2007 and 2008, Muru Marri 
supported five gatherings of the 
Forum, including pre and post 
Forum support. Members were 
walked through developing 
a core job description, and 
associated position handbook; 

Research strengths • Indigenous Health
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developing consultative and 
leadership skills; and peer 
learning related to the SEWB 
sector.  

For close to a decade •	
Wuchopperen Health 
Service, Cairns, has been 
unable to recruit a full-time 
dentist. In 2006 Muru Marri, 
Wuchopperen and a newly 
formed Steering Committee 
established the 'Filling the Gap' 
Indigenous Dental Program. 
From 2006 to 2007 there were 
2,537 patient visits facilitated 
by 'Filling the Gap', 396 of 
whom were new patients. In 
2007, 'Filling the Gap' received 
favourable mention in the 
Productivity Commission's 
biennial report Overcoming 
Indigenous Disadvantage. In 
2007-2008, Word of Mouth: 
An Evaluation of the 'Filling 
the Gap' Indigenous Dental 
Program, lead by Muru Marri 
researchers, was prepared for 
sign off.

A key partnership for Muru •	
Marri, along with the Shalom 
College and Nura Gili 
Indigenous Programs, is the 
Shalom Gamarada Ngiyana 
Yana Residential Scholarship, 
a residential scholarship for 
Aboriginal medical students 
studying at UNSW, funded by 
the annual Shalom Gamarada 
Aboriginal Art Exhibition. Since 
2005, Shalom Gamarada has 
been able to assist 15 students 
to study medicine, optometry 
and medical science. Each 
scholarship is valued at 
$15,000 per year covering full 
board and tutoring support 
at Shalom College, UNSW. 
In 2008, one optometry and 
seven medical students were 
supported by the scholarship. 

Another highly successful •	
collaboration involves the 
Perinatal and Reproductive 
Epidemiology Research 
Unit (PRERU) incorporating 
Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare National Perinatal 
Statistics Unit (NPSU) and 
Muru Marri. This collaboration, 
lead by Associate Professor 
Elizabeth Sullivan, originated 
with small projects, including 
mentoring an Indigenous 
candidate for the Master of 
Applied Epidemiology placed 
at NPSU. The collaboration 
has since developed to the 
point where it has gained an 
NHMRC project grant. MMIHU 
contributes expertise in 
Indigenous health, governance 
and epidemiology to PRERU/
NPSU's programmatic and 
research work.  

Advocacy

At the international level, Muru 
Marri remains involved with the 
International Health Measurement 
Group (Canada, US, NZ and 
Australia), the People's Health 
Movement and the International 
Organising Committee for 
the International Network of 
Indigenous Health, Knowledge and 
Development. Also, as Regional 
Director, South Western Pacific 
Region, of the International Union 
for Health Promotion 
and Education (IUHPE), 
Associate Professor Jan 
Ritchie continues to 
advocate for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
health. 

At the national level the 
Unit's Director is Deputy 
Chair of the National 

This is a photo of the lawn outside of Australian Parliament 
House, 12 February 2008. (http://www.abc.net.au/news/
stories/2008/02/12/2160117.htm?site=canberra)

Advisory Group on Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Health 
Information and Data, is a member 
of both the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Health and Research 
Advisory Committee of the NHMRC 
and the Leaders in Indigenous 
Medical Education (LIME) as 
well as numerous other national 
committees and appointments. Staff 
also remain very active in a number 
of non-government organisations 
and committees related to 
Indigenous health and well-being, 
including rights and justice.

Submissions by both the Unit 
and individual staff in 2007-2008 
were made to the NSW Inquiry 
into Overcoming Indigenous 
Disadvantage; the Senate Inquiry 
into the Stolen Generations 
Reparations Bill 2008; the National 
Child Protection Framework; and 
to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Healing Foundation. 
The Unit also supported Stolen 
Generations members in events 
surrounding the National Apology 
in February 2008, and in the 
establishment of the national 
Bringing Them Home Working 
Group to provide policy advice to 
the Australian Government.  

Professor Lisa Jackson Pulver, on behalf of 
the Muru Marri Indigenous Health Unit, 
December 2008.

Research strengths • Indigenous Health
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Research grants administered by SPHCM 
and other institutions

ALZEHEIMER'S AUSTRALIA, RESEARCH 
DEMENTIA GRANTS PROGRAM: A pilot 
test of a modified RuDUS in an urban 
Aboriginal population 
Mr J Hill, Prof L Jackson Pulver,  
Prof GA Broe 
$19,000 (2008-2009)

ARC: Examining organisational complexity 
and clinical risk to improve hospital 
patients' safety 
Prof R Iedema, A/Prof E Manias, Dr B Lee, 
A/Prof M Buist, A/Prof G Caplan, Dr M 
Kornberger, Ms J Carthey, Dr R Sorensen, 
Dr C Jorm, Prof F Becker 
$475,000 (2008-2010)

ARC DISCOVERY PROJECT: Modelling and 
estimation techniques for the transmission 
and control of tuberculosis with new and 
existing vaccines 
Dr J Wood, Dr P Caley 
$216,000 (2008-2010)

ARC DISCOVERY PROJECT:
Psychosocial and mental health policy 
in countries emerging from conflict and 
natural disaster - analysis of policy and 
program responses 
Prof A Zwi, Prof D Silove, A/Prof J Ritchie, 
Ms A Bunde-Birouste 
$390,000 (2006-2008)

ARC DISCOVERY PROJECT: Understanding 
anger and its consequences amongst 
women in conflict-affected Timor-Leste 
- Implications for enhancing sustainable 
development 
Prof D Silove, Dr S Rees, Prof A Zwi,  
Prof R Thorpe 
$634,220 (2008-2012)

ARC DISCOVERY PROJECT:
Who acquires infection from whom across 
international borders? New approaches 
for control of emerging infection through 
understanding travel patterns 
Prof R MacIntyre, Dr R Watkins 
$340,000 (2006-2009)

ARC LINKAGE GRANT: Economic  and 
social benefits of treating and preventing 
influenza in aged care facilities 
Prof R Booy, Prof R MacIntyre,  
Prof D Dwyer, Prof R Lindley 
$1,500,000 (2006-2009)

ARC LINKAGE: Quantifying the effects 
of criteria air pollutants on child health 
setting Australian air quality standards 
Prof G Williams, Prof R Simpson,  
Prof G Marks, Prof B Jalaludin 
$504,924 (2006-2009)

ARC LINKAGE PROJECT AND NSW HEALTH: 
After the questions - Outcome of routine 
screening for domestic violence in NSW 
Health Services 
Prof A Zwi, Ms G Cosier 
$114,940 (2008-2009)

ATLANTIC PHILANTHROPIES:
Protecting the rights to human health 
and development - A collaborative 
project inclusive of a national workshop, 
international conference and research 
symposium 
Prof D Tarantola, Prof D Duy Quat, Dr Thai 
$60,000 (2008-2009)

AUSAID (ALAF): Strengthening HIV social 
research capacity in China 
A/Prof H Worth 
$167,184 (2008-2009)

AUSAID DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH 
AWARD: Strengthening mortality and 
cause of death reporting in Pacific Island 
health information systems 
Prof R Taylor, Dr C Rao, Prof A Lopez 
$416,654 (2008-2010)

AUSAID HIV AND HEALTH THEMATIC 
GROUP: HIV/AIDS and rehabilitation 
centres in Vietnam - Sexual and 
reproductive health needs, care and 
choices of current and former detainees 
and their sexual partners 
Prof D Tarantola, A/Prof A Whelan,  
Dr Hoat 
$160,000 (2007-2009)

ALA FELLOWSHIPS: Leadership on health, 
development and human rights in the 
Asia-Pacific Region 
Prof D Tarantola 
$138,534 (2008-2009)

AUSAID (HIV CONSORTIUM):
Indonesia research capacity partnership 
A/Prof H Worth 
$355,570 (2008-2011)

AUSAID (HIV CONSORTIUM): 	
Pacific  HIV and STI Research Centre 
A/Prof H Worth 
$577,200 (2008-2011)

AUSAID (HIV CONSORTIUM): Timor Leste 
research capacity building 
A/Prof H Worth 
$141,987 (2008-2011)

AUSAID (HIV CONSORTIUM):
Regional Network of HIV Social 
Researchers 
A/Prof H Worth 
$361,843 (2008-2011)

AUSAID: Targeted HIV social research 
A/Prof H Worth 
$650,000 (2008-2011)

Research strengths • Research grants
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AUSAID - VIETNAM: Protecting the rights 
to human health and development - A 
collaborative project inclusive of a national 
workshop, international conference and 
research symposium 
Prof D Tarantola, Prof D Duy Quat, Dr Thai 
$110,000 (2008-2009)

AUSTRALIAN AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT: East 
Timor health care seeking behaviour study 
Prof A Zwi, Dr I Blignault 
$808,000 (2008)

AUSTRALIAN AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PRIVATE 
SECTOR LINKAGES PROGRAM: Building 
sustainable health and health system 
research capacity in Timor Leste 
Prof A Zwi, Dr N Martins, Dr J Martins,  
A/Prof P Kelly 
$154,923 (2007-2008)

AUSTRALIAN AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS FOR HEALTH 
INITIATIVE: Funding Agreement No. 44912 
- Human resources for health knowledge 
hub in the University of New South Wales 
A/Prof R Jayasuriya, Prof A Zwi,  
A/Prof A Whelan, Prof D Tarantola,  
Ms L Meyer, Mr A Hodgkinson 
$497,851 (up to $6 million) (2008-2011)

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND AGEING: Augmentation 
of case control studies of suicide and 
attempts 
Prof R Taylor, Dr M Dudley, Dr G Carter,  
A/Prof J Du Flou 
$200,000 (2008-2009)

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND AGEING: Demonstration 
and evaluation project to provide smoking 
cessation services in primary care 
Prof R Richmond, Prof N Zwar 
$47,500 (2008-2009)

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND AGEING, PUBLIC HEALTH 
EDUCATION RESEARCH PROGRAM: Phase 
IV - Public Health Education and Research 
Program (PHERP)
Prof R Knight, Mr A Hodgkinson 
$1,079,492 (2008-2010)

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING: 
The development of a tool of levels 

of protection required for various 
occupational settings in a pandemic  
A/Prof M McLaws, Prof R MacIntyre 
$35,452 (2008)

Bulgarr Ngaru Medical Aboriginal 
Corporation Many Rivers AMS Alliance 
SEWB and Mental Health Review 
Prof L Jackson Pulver, Dr I Blignault,
Ms M Scott 
$89,012 (2008)

CLEAN AIR RESEARCH PROGRAMME, 
COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT, WATER, HERITAGE AND 
THE ARTS: Health costs of ambient air 
pollution 
Prof B Jalaludin, Prof G Salkeld,  
A/Prof G Morgan, Dr T Beer 
$120,288 (2006-2008)

COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT, WATER, HERITAGE AND 
THE ARTS: Development of metrics for 
individual exposure assessment to traffic 
related air pollution 
Prof G Marks , C Cowie, Prof B Jalaludin, 
Dr B Lilley, Dr R Gillett, A/Prof G Morgan, 
Dr B Physick 
$166,222 (2006-2008)

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMISSION OF 
NSW: Research informing policy - Ethnic 
Affairs Policy 
A/Prof A Whelan, Dr I Blignault,  
Mr P Harris 
$56,000 (2008-2009)

DEMENTIA CRC: A pilot test of a modified 
KICA in an urban Aboriginal population
Prof L Jackson Pulver, Prof GA Broe,  
A/Prof D Grayson, Dr S Chalkley,  
Prof L Flicker, Dr H Mack, Ms G Daylight 
$22,750 (2008-2009)

DIAC: Football in the Park 
Ms A Bunde-Birouste 
$30,000 (2008-2009)

FRED HOLLOWS FOUNDATION:
The Fred Hollows Foundation 
Postgraduate Research Scholarship - 
Pakistan 
Mr K Ahmad, Prof D Tarantola, Prof A Zwi 
$163,387 (2007-2009)

GLOBAL FUND AND TIMOR LESTE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH: Timor Leste BSS 
A/Prof H Worth, Dr P Rawstorne 
$327,000 (2007-2009)

GREATER METROPOLITAN CLINICAL 
TASKFORCE: Treating malnutrition at 
home – A study to investigate whether the 
GMCT HEN Guidelines improves patient 
outcomes and health system efficiency 
Ms M Holyday, Ms S Daniels,  
A/Prof T Bolin, A/Prof G Caplan 
$132,000 (2008-2010)

INTERNATIONAL PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
FEDERATION EAST & SOUTH EAST ASIA 
OCEANIA REGION AUSAID SPRINT SHARED 
GRANT: Sexual and reproductive health 
programme in crisis and post crisis 
situations in East, Southeast Asia-Pacific  
A/Prof A Whelan 
USD$190,000 (2008-2011)

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY PUBLIC HEALTH 
EDUCATION RESEARCH PROGRAM 
SHARED GRANT:
Developing a framework for a national 
coaching program for tertiary public 
health teaching in Australia 
Dr P Harris, Ms S di Corpo, A/Prof A 
Whelan, Ms L Meyer, Mr A Hodgkinson 
$35,385 (2008)

MARY MCKILLOP FOUNDATION: Football 
United - Refugee Youth Leadership 
Program 
Ms A Bunde-Birouste 
$7,000 (2008-2009)

MBF FOUNDATION RESEARCH GRANT: 
Supporting treatment decisions to 
optimise the prevention of STROKE - The 
STOP-STROKE Trial 
Dr M Gattellari, Prof N Zwar,  
Dr J Worthington, A/Prof J Van Gelder,  
A/Prof G Salkeld, A/Prof D Leung 
$135,667 (2008)
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MONASH UNIVERSITY,
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND AGEING: Barawulyana 
- Better strategies for the recruitment, 
retention and support of Indigenous 
medical students 
Prof L Jackson Pulver, Ms R Arkles 
$17,725 (2008)

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION 
COUNCIL: Quantifying the effects of 
criteria air pollutants on child health - 
setting Australian air quality standards 
Prof G Williams, Prof R Simpson,  
Prof G Marks, Prof B Jalaludin 
$300,000 (2006-2009)

NATIONAL STROKE FOUNDATION: Creation 
of lecture materials and decision tools for 
consultancy to National Stroke Foundation 
Dr M Gattellari 
$5,600 (2008-2009)

NHMRC: Australian longitudinal study of 
health and relationships 
Prof A Smith, Prof M Pitts, Dr J Shelley,  
A/Prof J Richters, A/Prof J Simpson 
$1,575,250 (2008-2009)

NHMRC: Health status and development 
among Aboriginal infants in an urban 
community 
A/Prof E Comino, Dr P Craig, Ms E Harris, 
A/Prof D McDermott, Prof M Harris,  
Prof R Henry 
$439,400 (2003-2008)

NHMRC: Randomised control trial of 
risperidone versus haloperidol versus 
placebo with rescue haloperidol in 
delirium in palliative care 
Dr M Agar, A/Prof G Caplan 
$50,000 (2008-2010)

NHMRC: The Gudaga Project - 
Understanding the health, development 
and service use of Aboriginal children in 
an urban environment 2008-2012
A/Prof E Comino, Ms E Harris,  
Prof L Jackson Pulver, Prof M Harris,  
Prof P Smith, Dr K Kong, Dr L Kemp 
$1,339,125 (2008-2012)

NHMRC CAPACITY BUILDING GRANT 
IN POPULATION HEALTH RESEARCH: 
Addressing injury in a population health 
framework - An integrated approach to 
prevention, acute care and rehabilitation 

Prof C Finch, Prof M Stevenson,  
Prof R Norton, Prof A Zwi, Prof S Lord,  
A/Prof A Williamson, Prof I Cameron 
$2,350,000 (2005-2009)

NHMRC CAPACITY BUILDING GRANT IN 
POPULATION HEALTH RESEARCH: Health 
Evaluation Research & Outcomes Network 
(HERON )
Prof B Armstrong, Dr L Jorm, Prof R Taylor, 
Dr A Kricker, Prof R Mattick, A/Prof D 
O'Connell, Dr C Roberts, Prof J Simpson,  
Dr E Sullivan, Prof A Zwi 
$2,500,000 (2004-2008)

NHMRC CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS 
IN POPULATION HEALTH RESEARCH 
PROGRAM:  Mathematical modelling for 
improved planning of infectious diseases 
control policy 
Prof R MacIntyre, Prof D Wilson,  
Prof A Plant, Prof T Nolan, Prof M Law, 
Prof A Hayen, Dr P Caley, Prof G Brown, 
Prof N Becker 
$2,500,000 (2005-2009)

NHMRC CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARDS: 
Evidence-based health policy and 
modelling research in vaccine-preventable 
diseases, with a focus on translation of 
evidence into health practice and health 
outcomes 
Prof R MacIntyre 
$356,000 (2004-2008)

NHMRC CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARDS: 
Improving and monitoring the health in 
prisoners in Australia 
A/Prof T Butler 
$475,000 (2005-2009)

NHMRC CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
AWARDS: Prevention of blood-borne virus 
transmission among injecting drug users 
(IDUs)
Prof L Maher 
$365,000 (2004-2008)

NHMRC CENTRE FOR CLINICAL RESEARCH 
EXCELLENCE: Interdisciplinary clinical and 
health ethics research and training to 
improve outcomes in immunosuppressed 
haematology patients 
Prof T Sorrell, Prof K Bradstock,  
Prof I Kerridge, Prof G Gilbert,  
Prof D Gottlieb, Prof R MacIntyre,  
Prof D Dwyer, Prof R Ankeny 
$2,000,000 (2005-2008)

NHMRC NATIONAL PRIORITY AREA GRANT: 
Study of environment on Aboriginal 
resilience and child health (SEARCH)
Prof J Craig, Prof R Taylor, Dr S Eades 
$2,043,000 (2005-2010)

NHMRC PREVENTATIVE HEALTHCARE & 
STRENGTHENING AUSTRALIA'S SOCIAL 
& ECONOMIC FABRIC PROJECT GRANT: 
Enhancing mental health in Aboriginal 
people - Reducing violence and developing 
resilience 
Prof R Bryant, Mr R Weston,  
Ms N Whyman, Mr J Files, Prof D Silove, 
Prof B Raphael, Dr R Brooks, Dr K Senior, 
Prof A McFarlane, Prof A Zwi, Dr Z Steel 
$1,650,000 (2006-2010)

NHMRC PROJECT GRANT: A cluster 
randomised controlled trial of Nurse and 
General Practitioner partnership for care 
of COPD 
Prof N Zwar, Prof S Middleton,  
Prof G Marks, A/Prof E Comino 
$442,245 (2006-2009)

NHMRC PROJECT GRANT:
Case-control studies of suicide and 
attempted suicide in young people in NSW 
Prof R Taylor, Dr M Dudley, Dr G Carter,  
A/Prof J Du Flou 
$801,933 (2005-2009)

NHMRC PROJECT GRANT:
Despatch: Delivering Stroke Prevention 
with atrial fibrillation 
Dr M Gattellari, Dr J Worthington, 
Prof N Zwar, A/Prof D Leung,  
Dr O Ukoumunne, Prof J Grimshaw 
$547,353 (2007-2009)
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NHMRC PROJECT GRANT: Health services 
research - A randomised controlled trial to 
evaluate a model of comprehensive stroke 
care 
Prof D Chan, A/Prof C Levi, Prof S Middleton, 
Dr JXC Chen, Dr D Cordato, Dr M Pollack 
$499,450 (2008-2010)

NHMRC PROJECT GRANT: Mortality 
and survival in a cohort from Redfern 
Aboriginal Medical Service (AMS), Sydney 
Prof R Taylor, Dr S Morrell, Dr J Daniels,  
Dr K Burgess 
$371,350 (2006-2009)

NHMRC PROJECT GRANT: The Australian 
Maternity Outcomes Surveillance System: 
Improving safety and quality of maternity 
care in Australia 
A/Prof EA Sullivan, Prof M Peek,  
Dr M Knight, Prof D Ellwood,  
Prof L Jackson Pulver, Prof C Homer 
$773,500 (2008-2012)

NHMRC PROJECT GRANT: The role of 
trauma related anger and the cycles of 
violence in post conflict countries - A 
follow up study in Timor-Leste 
Prof D Silove, Prof A Zwi, Dr Z Steel,  
Dr R Brooks, Dr S Rees 
$629,000 (2008-2011)

NHMRC PROJECT GRANT: What is the 
burden of dementia in urban dwelling 
Indigenous Australians?
Prof GA Broe, Prof L Jackson Pulver,  
Dr S Chalkey, A/Prof D Grayson 
$1,484,906 (2008-2010)

NHMRC STRATEGIC GRANT:
Understanding the impact of social, 
economic and geographic  disadvantage 
on the health of Australians in mid to 
later life: Where are the opportunities for 
prevention?
Prof A Bauman, Prof S Redman, Prof E 
Banks, Prof M Harris, Dr D Schofield, Prof 
A McMichael, Dr S Bailey, Dr H Bambrick, 
Prof J Beard, Dr D Broom, Prof J Byles,  
Dr J Clark, Prof B Jalaludin, Prof L Jorm,  
Prof D Nutbeam, Dr B Rodgers,  
Dr R Woodruff, Prof M Woodward 
$1,800,000 (2007-2011)

NHMRC TRAINING FELLOWSHIPS:
DRC - Infection, immunity and immigration 
- Models for prevention and control of 
infectious diseases in refugees 
Dr M Sheikh 
$15,000 (2008-2011)

NHMRC TRAINING FELLOWSHIPS:
Infection, immunity and immigration - 
Models for prevention and control of 
infectious diseases in refugees 
Dr M Sheikh 
$262,750 (2008-2011)

NSW DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Extension 
grant for a survey of the sexual behaviour 
and sexual health of Australian prisoners 
A/Prof J Richters, A/Prof T Butler,  
Prof B Donovan 
$21,730 (2008)

NSW DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH: Smoking 
cessation trial in prisons 
Prof R Richmond 
$88,461 (2008-2009)

OATSIH NSW: Drug & Alcohol Services 
in the Greater Southern Area Health 
Service clusters of Wagga, Murrumbidgee, 
Golden, Lower Western and Greater 
Albury 
Prof L Jackson Pulver, Dr I Blignault,  
Dr A Clifford 
$86,969 (2008-2009)

QUEENSLAND HEALTH: A multicomponent 
intervention for smoking cessation among 
Australian male prison inmates 
Prof R Richmond 
$41,322 (2008-2009)

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF GENERAL 
PRACTITIONERS CARDIOVASCULAR 
RESEARCH GRANTS IN GENERAL PRACTICE:

Absolute risk assessment in general 
practice-a pilot study to measure 
impact on prescribing and adherence to 
guidelines 
Dr S Vagholkar, Prof N Zwar,  
Prof M Harris 
$17,839 (2008)

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC  
COMMUNITY: Barriers to STI/HIV service 
access in small island settings 
A/Prof G Roberts, Sr J Mudaliar,  
Mr S Chand 
$26,000 (2007-2009)

UNSW: Developing international research 
A/Prof H Worth 
$485,405 (2007-2010)

UNSW: Targeted HIV social research 
A/Prof H Worth 
$180,000 (2008-2011)

UNSW GOLDSTAR: Informing sexual 
health promotion - Young people's 
understandings of chlamydia and other 
sexually transmitted infections 
A/Prof J Richters, Dr L Yap, Prof M Pitts 
$40,000 (2008)

UWS SUSTAINABILITY GRANT:
Acculturation and mental health of older 
Vietnam- and Lebanon-born residents of 
Western Sydney
Prof L Jorm, Dr H Bambrick, Prof B 
Raphael, Prof B Jalaludin, Prof K Irvine 
$25,000 (2008-2009)
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Overview

The School is strongly committed to 
excellence in both undergraduate 
and postgraduate teaching, whether 
through local or overseas programs 
or by direct contact or using web-
based approaches.

Our emphasis on the community-
based health model, as opposed to 
hospital-based teaching, is reflected 
in programs which teach our 
students about how to communicate 
with patients, multicultural health 
issues, indigenous health, drugs 
and alcohol, management, ethics 
and health law, as well as primary 
care, general practice, rural health, 
rehabilitation medicine, aged care 
and geriatrics, and clinical and 
behavioural studies. 

We deliver high quality teaching 
to our diverse body of students 
in the school across a range of 
programs. Our teaching staff are 

not only experts in their field but 
the majority of them also currently 
practise in the area, allowing the 
link between theory and practice to 
remain strong.

In addition our teaching:

Is responsive to the needs of •	
both international and local 
students, building on the 
experiences our students bring 
to their learning 

Promotes high levels of •	
interaction and collaboration 
through innovative delivery 
methods, including online 
learning 

Undergoes continual •	
improvement, through the 
evaluative processes at 
university, faculty and school 
level.

Our School contributes to and 
coordinates a number of courses 
to the Faculty of Medicine's 
undergraduate medical program 
and to the integrating activities of 
this outcome focussed curriculum. 
These cover social and population 
health issues as well delivery of 
health care in the community.

In addition to the undergraduate 
program, the School is a leading 
postgraduate trainer in health 
administration and public health in 
Australia through our Public Health 
and Health Management programs. 
We also conduct postgraduate 
studies in Clinical Education for 
clinical teachers.

Learning and teaching activities
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Overview

Significant contributions to 
undergraduate teaching were 
made by staff of the School in all 
three phases of the undergraduate 
Medicine program, and to delivery 
of General Education courses to 
undergraduate students across the 
wider UNSW community.  With 
increasing student enrolments and 
the School's ongoing commitment 
to representation of public health 
in the undergraduate curriculum, 
the School has demonstrated 
involvement in coordination, 
teaching and facilitation of courses 
in the undergraduate Medicine 
program.   

The School remains well 
represented in Phase committees, 
Design, Implementation and 
Assessment working groups for 
each phase.  School staff continued 
to take responsibility for key roles 
as convenors in all phases within 
the undergraduate Medicine 
curriculum.  School staff convene 
and coordinate the Foundations 
course for first year students; 
Society and Health in Phase 1 and 
Phase 2; General Practice; and the 
Communication and Ethics elements 
within the curriculum.  Throughout 
2007 staff also actively contributed 
to lectures, facilitation, project 
supervision and assessment for a 
range of courses within the program.

During 2008 23 undergraduate 
Medicine students elected to 
complete an Independent Learning 
Project (ILP) under the supervision 
of staff within the School and two 
undertook Honours projects.  In the 
interest of promoting quality public 
health research, a seminar program 
covering introductory qualitative 
and quantitative research methods 

and ethical research was provided 
to these students forming a model 
for supervision of Independent 
Learning Projects across the Faculty.    

There was high demand for General 
Education courses offered by the 
School through 2007 and 2008 
with an annual average of 1400 
enrolments across four courses 
offered at least twice each year.  
The General Education courses 
provide an opportunity for students 
outside the Faculty of Medicine 
to engage with issues concerning 
contemporary bioethics, concepts 
of physical fitness and health, 
health and media.  The General 
Education team was joined by Jodi 
Halmarick following the departure 
of Gunilla Rupp who contributed 
to teaching within the Concepts of 
Physical Fitness and Health course 
over the last 7 years.

Staff involvement

Chris Hughes took a leading role in 
delivery and coordination of Phase 
1 teaching as the Phase 1 Convenor.  
Sophie di Corpo convenes the 
Foundations course in Phase 1, 
Anna Whelan convenes Society 
and Health in Phase 1 and Leah 

Undergraduate report
Bloomfield & Suzanne McKenzie 
co-convene Society and Health 
within Phase 2 together with Husna 
Razee and Eilean Watson. Chris 
Hughes and Chinthaka Balasooriya 
are Advisors for phase 1 student 
Colleges.

Edna Koritschoner convenes the 
Phase 1 communication element. 
Catherine Berglund and Alix 
Magney co-convenor the Phase 2 
Ethics element.   Peter Harris 
convenes the Portfolio assessments 
for each of the three Phases.

Meredith Makeham convenes 
the Phase 3 Primary Care courses 
supported by Joel Rhee and Prof 
Nick Zwar .Joel particularly 
promoted existing relationships with 
community services and General 
Practitioners in order to increase 
the range and quality of community 
and General Practice placements 
available to our students.

Sally Nathan continues to represent 
the School as the ILP organiser for 
the Phase 2 Independent Learning 
Projects. Martha Lourey Bird, David 
Thomas and Catherine Berglund 
each continue to run their highly 
successful general studies courses. 

Learning and teaching activities • Undergraduate
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Following several years of research, 
consultation and development, the 
last of the new and revised courses 
for the public health and health 
management programs were taught 
this year.  Both programs are now 
designed to ensure graduates achieve 
sets of graduate attributes which 
were refined in consultation with key 
stakeholders and employers.  The 
programs address attributes which 
are considered essential for public 
health professionals and managers 
over the coming decade. The Master 
of Health Management (MHM) has 
been accredited by the Australian 
Council of Healthcare Executives 
(ACHSE) for four years, and endorsed 
by the Royal Australian College of 
Medical Administrators (RACMA). 
The review and revision was made 
possible by funding from the 
Australian Government Public Health 
Education and Research Program 
(PHERP) and the UNSW Learning 
and Teaching Performance Fund.

Postgraduate coursework report
We are fortunate to have in the 
School a team of education 
consultants who carry out continual 
program review and revision 
and support academic content 
staff, particularly with the use 
of educational technology.  All 
courses now have My eLearning 
Vista components and many 
of our students are studying at 
a distance, either in Australia 
or the Asia-Pacific region.

Our new Head of School, Professor 
Raina MacIntyre, has brought with 
her a team of infectious diseases 
researchers who have added 
considerably to our capacity to 
teach epidemiology, biostatistics 
and infectious diseases issues.  We 
now have strength in qualitative 
and quantitative methods, health 
promotion, management of health 
services, international health, 
public health practice, alcohol and 
other drugs, indigenous health, 
and clinical education.  Our 
associated Centres provide cutting-
edge input in such areas as clinical 
governance, primary care and 
equity, HIV/AIDS, health informatics 
and health systems research.  This 
enables us to offer a rich and 
diverse program with the depth 
to prepare students to carry out 
research in many key health fields.

Other achievements include:

Strong enrolments with over •	
525 students enrolled in 
postgraduate coursework in the 
School in 2007 and in 2008.

154 graduates in 2007 •	
and 184 in 2008.

Creation of a new combined •	
MPH and MHM which has 

become the fastest growing 
program in the School.

Developing new courses in •	
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
Health Promotion & Social 
Perspectives on Health, 
Public Health Management & 
Professional Practice, Applied 
Research Methods for Public 
Health, Outbreak Investigation, 
Clinical Governance & Risk 
Management, Strategy, Policy & 
Change, Healthcare Economics 
& Financial Management, 
Health Leadership & 
Workforce Management, and 
Foundations in Public Health 
& Healthcare Systems.

Successive Learning and •	
Teaching Performance Fund 
awards for revision of the 
postgraduate coursework 
programs to further align 
them with employer needs, 
graduate attributes and improve 
integration of web-based 
learning and scenarios.

Successfully running a new •	
internationally focused 
intensive course in Health, 
Development & Human 
Rights in 2007 repeated for an 
increased number of applicants 
in December 2008.

We look forward to new 
collaborations with other Faculties 
in the UNSW and with local and 
international universities to provide 
additional opportunities for our 
students.

Alan Hodgkinson
Associate Dean
Postgraduate Coursework and
Deputy Head of School

Learning and teaching activities • Postgraduate coursework
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The School has a growing body 
of students enrolled in Higher 
Degrees by research.  In 2007, 
a total of 18 research degree 
students graduated (17 PhD 
graduates and 1 Master of Public 
Health by research). By contrast 
there were 35 new enrolments in 
postgraduate research degrees in 
the School (28 PhD candidates and 
8 Masters by research candidates). 
This represented a net gain of 17 
students, resulting in a total of 124 
research degree students in 2007, 
working directly in the School or in 
affiliated Centres.  

New enrolments continued in 2008, 
with 27 new candidates (22 PhD, 
4 Masters by research, and 1 MD 
by thesis candidate). A total of 14 
research degree students graduated 
(13 PhD graduates and 1 Masters 
of Health Professions Education 
by Research). Overall, there was a 
net gain of 15 students, resulting 
in a total of 144 research degree 
students working in the School and 
its affiliated Centres.

A list of enrolled students, their 
research topic and supervisors 
is provided later in this section 
(please note, some students have 
been excluded for reasons of 
confidentiality).

Our research students are supported 
and co-ordinated by 2 postgraduate 
co-ordinators, assisted by a 
research student support officer. 
These staff members liaise closely 
with the Faculty of Medicine and 
the Graduate Research School 
regarding student issues and policy. 
In 2007, the post-graduate co-
ordinators were Associate Professors 
Mary-Louise McLaws and Deborah 

Black, assisted by Ms Deborah 
Debono. In 2008, Dr Catherine 
Berglund, Professors Nicholas Zwar 
and Robyn Richmond worked as 
the co-ordinators, supported by 
Ms Deborah Debono and then 
Ms Kate Crosbie. 

A Research Degree Committee 
exists within the School, with broad 
representation from the affiliated 
Centres as well as the School 
itself. The Committee meets on a 
monthly basis in order to provide 
policy direction, advice and support 
to research students and their 
supervisors.

Research students in the School 
are involved in a range of research 
areas, broadly categorised by the 
following research groupings.

Epidemiology, HIV and other •	
infectious diseases

Drugs, alcohol, tobacco, injury •	
and health promotion

International and global public •	
health, health and human 
rights, indigenous health, 
culture and health and health 
and ethics

Primary health care and general •	
practice

Education and capacity•	

Organisational management, •	
clinical governance and health 
informatics

All students are guided through 
their studies by supervisors and 
co-supervisors, who are academics 
either within the School, its 
affiliated Centres or are conjoints. 
These supervisors contribute 
enormous effort, support and rigour 

Higher degrees by research report
in guiding students to completion. 
A rigorous review process provides 
students with a regular opportunity 
to receive constructive feedback 
from academics and practitioners 
in the field outside the immediate 
supervision team.

Our students represent a diversity 
of experience both professionally 
and culturally. Alongside candidates 
from all parts of Australia, the 
School has attracted candidates 
from nations as diverse as The 
Maldives, Cambodia, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
India, Iran, Turkey, China, Kenya, 
Tanzania, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, France, Taiwan, Pakistan, 
Timor Leste and Indonesia.  
The wealth of knowledge and 
experience from different cultural 
contexts contributes to the richness 
of the SPHCM community.

Students are encouraged to 
participate in regular seminars 
with their peers and are invited to 
present and participate in School 
lunchtime seminars, the Global 
Health Journal Club and a range 
of Centre-based seminars which 
provide a forum for visiting experts, 
staff and students to showcase their 
particular areas of interest.

A highlight of the academic year 
for our Research Degree program 
is the Annual Research Student 
Conference and prize award 
ceremony.

Learning and teaching activities • Postgraduate research
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Each year, the School of Public 
Health and Community Medicine 
hosts an Annual Postgraduate 
Research Student Conference. The 
overall aim of the Conference is to 
support and promote excellence in 
the SPHCM Postgraduate Research 
Degree Program.  The principal 
objectives are to provide our 
students with an opportunity to: 
present their research work to staff, 
peers and other invited guests 
from affiliate organisations; receive 
critical feedback; and interact 
and network within a supportive 
conference environment. It is 
also an opportunity to showcase 
the exciting array of research our 
students engage in.  All SPHCM 
postgraduate research students 
are invited to present 15 minute 
papers on an aspect of their 
research.

On the day, sessions are grouped 
into themes and chaired by a 
leading academic expert relevant 
to the field and affiliated with the 
School. Discussion is facilitated 
at the end of presentations in 
order to provide critical analytical 
feedback to presenters.

Morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea breaks are used as 
opportunities for further discussion 
and networking (with fellow 
research students and experts). 
In 2008 this was expanded to 
include stalls manned by Centre 
representatives, giving both current 
and prospective students the 
opportunity to discuss available 
research fields and opportunities.

For both 2007 and 2008, chairs, 
students and attendees noted 

the excellent standard of the 
presentations overall and the 
exciting depth and breadth of 
research taking place within the 
School. 

The School is very grateful to the 
many academics and experts who 
contribute to the success of our 
conferences through their practical 
and academic involvement; probing 
questions and feedback; and 
general encouragement of students. 
Above all, the School is grateful to 
the students who work extremely 
hard (and overcome considerable 
nerves) in developing insightful 
presentations into the innovative 
research they are currently 
undertaking, particularly those who 
are presenting for the first time. 

Abstract booklets for both the 2007 
and 2008 Conference are available 
from the School.  

Fifth Annual 
Postgraduate Research 
Student Conference  
2007

In 2007, the Annual Conference 
was held at the Australian 
Jockey Club Convention Centre 
in Randwick. The Conference 
was opened by Professor Terry 
Campbell, Senior Associate Dean, 
Faculty of Medicine, UNSW and 
attended by 115 research students, 
staff, visiting researchers and some 
students enrolled in the MBBS 
program who were undertaking 
independent Learning Projects.

SPHCM Annual Postgraduate Research 
Student Conference

Learning and teaching activities • Research conference
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A total of 34 presentations were 
delivered through the day, grouped 
into 10 themes: primary care 
and instrument development; 
indigenous and mental health; drug 
use and treatment; international 
health issues; cancer; women 
and children's health; road safety; 
health promotion and occupational 
health; epidemiology of infectious 
diseases; and health systems issues.

Prize recipients were: 

Rachel Laws (Early Stage •	
of Candidature): 'Putting 
prevention into practice: 
adoption and implementation 
of risk factor management 
practices in community health 
services'

Jo Spangaro (Middle Stage of •	
Candidature): 'Searching for 
the Unicorn: the elusive quest 
for definitive evidence on 
routine screening for intimate 
partner violence'

Brahmaputra Marjadi (Late •	
Stage of Candidature): 'Meet 
Empiric: the EBM-Eating 
Cyclop from Rural Indonesia'.

Sixth Annual 
Postgraduate Research 
Student Conference - 
2008

In 2008, the Annual Conference 
was held at the John Niland 
Scientia building on the UNSW 
Kensington Campus. Opened 
by Professor Denis Wakefield, 
Associate Dean (Research), 
Faculty of Medicine, UNSW, 
it was attended by over 100 
research students, staff and visiting 
researchers (both internal and 
external to UNSW).

With a total of 38 presenters, it 
was the largest Annual Conference 
staged thus far. The ten scheduled 
sessions covered: health attitudes 
and behaviour, correction centres 
and crime, primary health care 
management, alcohol and drug use, 
primary health care, health system 
and management, injury epidemiol-
ogy and surveillance, mental health 
and Hepatitis C research, HIV and 
antiretroviral therapy, and economic 
and policy evaluation. 

Prize recipients were:

Steve Frost (Stream 1, Best •	
Presentation): 'Timing of 
repeated bone mineral density 
measurements: Development 
of an absolute risk-based 
prognostic model'

Ben Harris-Roxas (Stream 2, •	
Best Presentation): 'Evaluating 
the impact and effectiveness of 
Equity Focused Health Impact 
Assessment on planning within 
the health sector'

Catherine Esposito (Stream 1, •	
First Runner-Up): 'HIV and 
mental health in Vietnam'

Jan Gralton (Stream 2, First •	
Runner-Up): 'Protecting 
healthcare workers from 
pandemic influenza: P2 or 
surgical masks?'

Sanjyot Vagholkar (Stream •	
1, Best New Presenter at an 
SPHCM Student Conference): 
'Cardiovascular absolute risk 
assessment in general practice 
and impact on prescribing'

Heather Gidding (Stream •	
2, Best New Presenter at an 
SPHCM Student Conference): 
'The epidemiology of hepatitis 
C in Australia – a review 
of notifications, treatment 
uptake, and associated liver 
transplantations 1997-2006'.

Learning and teaching activities •  Research conference
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Postgraduate programs

Public 
Health  
Program

	 7368 Graduate Certificate in Public Health

	 5507 Graduate Diploma in Public Health

	 9045 Master of Public Health 
Master of Public Health Plans:
-	 Infectious Diseases Epidemiology and Control
-	 International Health and Development
-	 Health Policy
-	 Health Promotion
-	 Primary Health Care
-	 Program Design and Management

 	 9046 Master of Public Health (Extension) 

	 9047 Combined Master of Public Health /  
Master of Health Management

Health 
Management
Program

 	 7360 Graduate Certificate in Health Management

 	 5509 Graduate Diploma in Health Management

 	 8901 Master of Health Management 

 	 8902 Master of Health Management (Extension)

	 9047 Combined Master of Public Health /  
Master of Health Management

Research
Program

 	 2960 Master of Health Administration by Research

 	 2810 Master of Community Medicine by Research

 	 2885 Master of Health Professions Education by Research

 	 1835 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

 	 0430 MD in Community Medicine by Research or 
Published Work

 	 2845 Master of Public Health by Research 

Learning and teaching activities • Postgraduate programs
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Programs Number of Students Number of Graduates

Public Health 22007 2008 2007 2008

Masters 281 290 74 93

Graduate Diploma 13 13 1 2

Graduate Certificate 14 15 5 6

Combined Masters of Public 
Health & Health Management 

- 16 - -

Health Services Management

Masters 167 148 61 68

Graduate Diploma 3 6 - 1

Graduate Certificate 7 12 5 4

Clinical Education

Masters 25 18 4 4

Graduate Diploma 4 3 2 3

Graduate Certificate 12 5 2 3

Total 526 526 154 184

Postgraduate coursework programs

Programs Number of Students Number of Graduates

2007 2008 2007 2008

Master of Public Health by Research 14 16 1 -

Master of Health Administration by Research 1 - - -

Master of Health Professions Education by 
Research

1 1 - 1

Master of Community Medicine by Research - - - -

MD in Community Medicine by Research or	
Published Work

1 2 - -

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 107 125 17 13

Total 124 144 18 14

Postgraduate research programs

Postgraduate student numbers

Learning and teaching activities • Postgraduate student numbers
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Jan Gralton, a PhD student 
supervised by Associate Professor 
Mary-Louise McLaws and Professor 
William Rawlinson, won a 
Young Scientist Grant at the Third 
European Influenza Conference 
(Portugal) where she presented 
her work with Mary-Louise on 
Pandemic Influenza Protection for 
Healthcare Workers.

'The focus of this Commonwealth-
commissioned project is to provide 
an evidence-based infection control 
protection strategy for Australian 
healthcare workers in the event of a 
potential influenza pandemic.  The 
expertise of Australian healthcare 
workers will be crucial for containing 
and managing a potential pandemic 
and as a result of their frontline role 
our healthcare workers will also be 
the population most at risk of acquir-
ing pandemic influenza. Thus, ensur-
ing safety of the healthcare worker is 
of paramount importance in pan-
demic planning,' says Gralton.

An extensive literature review was 
undertaken to identify risks and 

protective factors associated with the 
transmission of respiratory diseases, 
with particular emphasis on the 
transmission of influenza. The review 
focussed on assessing whether 
specific infection control measures 
including using protective equipment 
such as masks and the administration 
of pharmaceutical prophylaxis 
and vaccination, confer protective 
value for our healthcare workers 
by preventing an occupationally-
acquired influenza infection. 

Over 700 publications were identified 
and more than 70 were included in 
the assessment of the effectiveness 
of infection control measures.  
From the available evidence, it 
was ascertained that pre-exposure 
and post-exposure prophylaxis are 
efficacious and effective measures to 
limit infection of influenza. Seasonal 
influenza vaccination also appears 
to be efficacious and effective by 
limiting the transmission between the 
cases and the susceptibles. However, 
very limited evidence was retrieved 
concerning the effectiveness of face 
mask use. 

According to Gralton, 'Two types of 
masks are normally used to control 
the spread of infections. Surgical 
masks have historically been 
used to protect an open wound 
site from being contaminated by 
micro-organisms from the surgeon's 
nasopharynx. These masks are also 
worn by healthcare workers to 
protect themselves against exposure 
to respiratory secretions from 
patients such as respiratory syncytial 
virus, whooping cough and most 
recently, SARS. N95 masks, which 
have a higher filtering capacity, 
thus conferring greater protection 
for the healthcare workers from 
inhaling infectious Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis particles from 

patients.  These masks were also 
used prominently during the SARS 
experience in South East Asia and 
Canada.'

Despite anecdotal reports of the 
use of masks, very little published 
evidence was found to describe 
the effectiveness of these masks in 
limiting disease transmission; only 
mid to low level of evidence study 
designs had attempted to evaluate 
effectiveness. Pertaining more 
to the topic of limiting influenza 
transmission, no studies had been 
undertaken to assess whether masks 
are effective or which mask type is 
more effective. 

Due to the limited evidence 
available it was not possible to 
conclusively determine whether N95 
masks confer an increased protective 
value against respiratory disease, 
let alone influenza, to the wearer 
compared with surgical masks.

Based on the results of the literature 
review, together with consideration 
for standard universal precautions 
and patient care practice during a 
pandemic, evidence-based recom-
mendations were developed and 
presented to the Commonwealth-
appointed Special Influenza Advi-
sory Group for feedback. 

These recommendations will be 
reviewed for practicability and 
cost-effectiveness by a number 
of healthcare stakeholder groups 
including representatives from 
general practice, infection control 
departments, nursing and border 
protection. The end product, a 
reference tool, will provide the 
healthcare worker with evidence-
based level of protection they require 
for specific clinical settings to ensure 
safe working environments.

Jan Gralton 
Young Scientist Grant 

STUDENT PROFILE
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Prizes and awards

THE AUSTRALIAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION PRIZE FOR GENERAL 
PRACTICE 
For the best report based on the period 
of attachment in general practice
Karl Alan Ruhl (2007) 

THE GEORGOURAS PRIZE IN 
DERMATOLOGY 
For the best performance in a special 
written examination in MFAC5001 
General Practice/Subspecialties 
specialising in Dermatology in Year 5 
of the Bachelor of Science (Medicine) 
Bachelor of Medicine Bachelor of 
Surgery program
Nicole Bart (2007) 

THE 2 / 5 AUSTRALIAN GENERAL 
HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION PRIZE IN 
GENERAL PRACTICE 
For the best overall performance 
in MFAC5001 General Practice/
Subspecialties in Year 5 of program 
3801 Bachelor of Science (Medicine) 
Bachelor of Medicine Bachelor of 
Surgery, or Year 6 of program 3821 
Bachelor of Science Bachelor of 
Medicine Bachelor of Surgery or 3840 
Bachelor of Arts Bachelor of Science 
(Medicine) Bachelor of Medicine 
Bachelor of Surgery
Rebecca Keefe (2007) 

THE 2 / 5 AUSTRALIAN GENERAL 
HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION PRIZE 
For the best overall performance in 
the Master of Health Management 
or Master of Health Administration 
or Master of Health Services 
Management program
Maree Anne Hynes (2007) 
Sian Routley (2008)

THE 2 / 5 AUSTRALIAN GENERAL 
HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION PRIZE IN 
HEALTH SERVICES MANAGEMENT 
(NURSING)
For general proficiency throughout 
the Master of Health Management, 
Master of Health Administration 
or Master of Health Services 
Management program by a trained 
nurse registered in Australia
Tania Dufty (2007) 
Kate Beach (2008)

THE AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
SERVICE EXECUTIVES PRIZE 
For the best performance in the core 
management course in the Master of 
Health Management or the Master of 
Heath Administration program
Wilson Yeung (2007) 
Kerry Ann Ross (2008)

Chinthaka Balasooriya was 
awarded the Faculty Award 
for Teaching Excellence 
for his outstanding 
undergraduate teaching

Undergraduate Postgraduate coursework programs

THE HUNT AND HUNT HEALTH LAW 1 
PRIZE  
For the best performance in 
PHCM9331 Ethics and Law by an 
internal or external student in 
Australia, in the Master of Health 
Management, Master of Health 
Administration or Master of Public 
Health program
Lila Marie Stephens (2007) 
Elizabeth Spencer (2008)
Kang-Yao (Paul) Lim (2008)

THE JOHN HIRSHMAN PRIZE IN 	
PUBLIC HEALTH 
For the best overall performance in 
the Master of Public Health Program
Dominique Marie Guinot (2007) 
Angela Therese Titmuss (2008)

THE JOHN HIRSHMAN 
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH PRIZE 
For the best performance in 
PHCM9605 International Health and 
Development
Karen Hobday (2007) 
Stephanie Claire Fox (2008)

THE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
COMMUNITY MEDICINE STAFF PRIZE 
For the best overall performance 
in the Master of Health Services 
Management program by a student 
undertaking studies in Hong Kong
Man Ying Ngai (2007) 
Siu Cheong Koo (2008)

Learning and teaching activities • Prizes and awards
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Postgraduate research student awards

In addition to an impressive array of publications 
(including governmental and non-governmental reports, 
monographs, and articles in national and international 
journals) and conference presentations (national and 
international), many of our research students have 
been awarded prizes in recognition of their research 
contribution. Among them are:

Dean's list 2008

Waridibo Allison •	

Angela Dawson•	

Brahmaputra Marjadi •	

Nicola Newton•	

Weng Ng•	

Inaugural SPHCM research  
student award 2008

Timothy Shortus•	

Research student scholarships

During 2007/2008, a number of our research students 
were awarded study scholarships including:

Australian Postgraduate Awards (APA) / University •	
Postgraduate Awards (UPA)

University International Postgraduate Award (UIPA)•	

AusAID Australian Leadership Awards•	

NHMRC Public Health Postgraduate Scholarship•	

European Scientific Working group for Influenza •	
Young Scientist Grant

Astra-Zeneca Australian Society for Infectious •	
Diseases Travel Scholarship

Dr Ingrid van Beek, Conjoint 
Senior Lecturer in the School of 
Public Health and Community 
Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of NSW received two 
significant awards in 2008.

In June she was inducted on to 
the National Drug and Alcohol 
Honour Roll and in July she won 
the NSW Public Health Impact 
Award.

The Honour Roll was established 
in 2006 by four collaborating 
organisations (Ted Noffs 
Foundation, Australian Drug 
Foundation, Alcohol and Other 
Drug Council of Australia and 
the Australian National Council 
on Drugs) to recognise people 
who have made a significant 

contribution to the drug and 
alcohol field over a considerable 
period.

The NSW Public Health Impact 
Award is given by the NSW Branch 
of the Public Health Association 
of Australia to those who have 
made a significant impact on 
important public health issues, for 
example, making a demonstrable 
improvement in population health, 
developing innovative solutions to 
problems and applying effective 
methods with a high degree of 
excellence.

Since 1989 Ingrid has been the 
Director of the Kirketon Road 
Centre, a primary health care 
facility in Kings Cross involved 
in the prevention, treatment 

and care for HIV and other 
transmissible infections among 
'at risk' young people, sex 
workers and injecting drug 
users.

In 2000, Ingrid was seconded 
to become the foundation 
Medical Director of the Sydney 
Medically Supervised Injecting 
Centre in Kings Cross. A 
particularly controversial public 
health initiative, the Centre 
was the first legally sanctioned 
injecting centre in the English-
speaking world.

DR INGRID VAN BEEK RECEIVES TWO AWARDS

Learning and teaching activities • Prizes and awards
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Van Nguyen attended the 17th 
Conference of the Asian-Pacific 
Association for Study of Liver 
(APASL) focusing on viral hepatitis 
and Hepatocellular Carcinoma in 
Asia held in Kyoto, Japan in March 
2007. More than 3,000 delegates 
from around the world attended 
this major international conference 
in the field of liver study.  Van 
presented her paper 'Estimates and 
projections of hepatitis B-related 
hepatocellular carcinoma among 
people born in Asia-Pacific region' 
at the conference and received 
valuable feedback from experts 
in the field. The paper has now 
been published in the Journal of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
2008, 23 (922-929).

Jasmine Menant presented papers 
on aspects of her PhD research at 
three international conferences 
in July 2007 providing her with 
the opportunity to make her work 
known, and to engage with other 
researchers in the field.  The first 
two conferences, the Footwear 
Biomechanics Symposium (FBS) 
and the International Society of 
Biomechanics (ISB) Congress 
were held in Taipei, Taiwan. This 
was followed by the International 
Society for Posture and Gait 
Research (ISPGR) Conference 
in Burlington, Vermont, USA. 
Jasmine's PhD investigates the 
effects of footwear on balance in 
older people in the context of falls 
prevention and consists of three 
experimental studies in which older 
people perform a range of balance 
and walking tests in a variety of 
shoes. 

Wari Allison attended the 5th 
World Congress of the World 
Society for Paediatric Infectious 
Diseases (WSPID) held in Bangkok, 
Thailand from 14-18 November 
2007. The Congress provided 
exposure to recent development and 
challenges globally and the regional 
focus allowed issues relevant to Asia 
to be addressed. Many of the papers 
presented had direct relevance to 
Wari's PhD study on paediatric HIV/
AIDS and paediatric tuberculosis 
in resource limited areas. Wari 
presented a poster presentation 
titled, 'Knowledge of HIV/AIDS 
and attitudes to testing amongst 
carers of admitted children at Port 
Moresby General Hospital, Papua 
New Guinea,' and also an oral 
poster presentation on 'Predictors of 
HIV testing and serostatus amongst 
children admitted to Port Moresby 
General Hospital, Papua New 
Guinea.'

Travel bursaries awarded to research 
students
In 2007, the School awarded two travel bursaries of $5,000.00 each for research students to present 
their work at international conferences.  The winner of the first travel bursary was Van Nguyen.  The 
winners of the second bursary were Jasmine Menant and Wari Allison.  A further $18,090 was awarded 
for conference attendance, training and field-work related expenses through the SPHCM Financial 
Assistance Scheme during 2007-2008.  Centres affiliated with the School also contribute significant 
amounts of funding to research students.

Learning and teaching activities • Travel bursaries
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I applied for a PhD scholarship 
in the broad area of patient safety 
within the Centre for Clinical 
Governance Research (CCGR) in 
2004.  I always thought I would do 
a PhD at some stage in my life but 
assumed that I would do it later 
on – in retirement, for instance.  I 
was interested in research and 
undertook a research masters in 
Political Science as an external 
student while I worked full-time.  
It was extremely difficult and 
isolating, not having immediate 
access to networks, switching off 
from work, and learning to write a 
major thesis.  But when I finished, 
I couldn't wait to do a PhD.  I 
saw the position with CCGR as 
an opportunity to use my social 
science skills in a very practical 
and useful way.

My PhD research investigated 
the role played by Emergency 
Department (ED) nurses and 
doctors in organising the care of 
patients.  Ethnographic (qualitative) 
methods are suited to this task 
because they capture people's 
words and behaviour in real time 
and in context.  I undertook 10 
months of research interviewing 
and observing emergency 

clinicians, and clinicians from 
other departments, in two Sydney 
hospitals.  Specifically, I focused 
on the negotiation processes and 
communication skills emergency 
clinicians used when engaging 
clinicians from other departments 
to become involved in the care of 
their patient.  The thesis documented 
the organisational bargaining – 
'selling' at times – that was part of 
this process, and the rhetorical skills 
involved in this accomplishment.

Even though interdepartmental and 
interprofessional communication is 
central to their work, the organising 
work skills and non-clinical skills 
of emergency clinicians have not 
previously been investigated in 
depth.  Emergency medicine is 
a relatively new specialty and 
EDs have grown enormously.  I 
believe that highlighting the 
unique categorising work of 
emergency clinicians makes them 
a case study of inherently and 
increasingly clinical-organisational 
work.  Such work should have 
a profile in clinical education 
programs.  Further, most research 
on integrated care focuses on the 
relationship between the hospital 
and the community sectors.  Very 
little research attention has focused 
on the continuity of care between 
departments within the hospital, 
despite the fact that the acute 
hospital is still a major focus of 
health care delivery.

Sociology that focuses on structural 
influences on behaviour contributes 
enormously to understanding the 
arbitrariness of life chances (struc-
tural-functionalism).  These complex 
processes are 'out of sight, so out of 
mind' and are therefore difficult to 
account for.   But this approach has 
been severely criticised for putting 

people in boxes and ignoring their 
ability to exercise free choice 
(agency).  As a result, sociologists 
had been scared off studying the 
influence of formal structures on 
behaviour.  I tried to bring some 
of this back into health sociology 
by making the formal boundary 
between hospital departments the 
central focus.  I tried to avoid the 
structuralist trap.  With the help of 
a theory called 'symbolic inter-
actionism' I argued that emer-
gency clinicians are an example 
of a group who display common 
behaviours (belonging to a com-
mon 'organisational culture').  This 
culture and its behaviours are a 
response to the common environ-
ment of emergency clinicians.  In 
the ED context this includes the 
undersupply of beds in the hospital 
and the undifferentiated patients 
who present to the ED.  Therefore, 
this thesis makes another contribu-
tion to the sociology of organisa-
tions and health services research 
by showing the influence that 
certain parts of an organisation 
can have on a particular part of the 
organisation.

Although a challenging journey, 
the PhD was a happy and 
stimulating experience for me.  I 
received a lot of support and 
encouragement from SPHCM.  
I learned a lot from Jeffrey 
Braithwaite, my supervisor and 
Director of our centre, and my 
colleagues.   My learning journey 
was enriched as a student and 
teacher with the Learning Centre 
at UNSW.  I will try to put these 
experiences to good use in 
supervising PhD students and 
encouraging and supporting 
clinicians to use qualitative 
research methods to understand 
their worlds of work.

Peter Nugus

STUDENT PROFILE
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Student research thesis
PHD students

Student Name Thesis Title Supervisor Co-supervisor

Adily, Armita Evidence based policy and practice in population health Deborah Black Jeanette Ward, 
Niamh Stephenson

Ahmad, Khabir Investigating human rights and equity in eye care in 
Pakistan

Anthony Zwi Daniel Tarantola

Aldrich, Rosemary Flesh-coloured bandaids: Politics, discourse, policy and 
the health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
1972-2001

Anthony Zwi Stephanie Short

Allison, Waridibo Epidemiological and clinical aspects of diagnosing 
paediatric HIV infection in resource limited settings

John Kaldor Matthew Law, Myrto 
Schaefer

Amin, Janaki Hepatitis B And C associated cancer and mortality: New 
South Wales, 1990-2002

Matthew Law Gregory Dore

Anderson, Abbe Changes in general practices resulting from introduction of 
trained medical assistants

Judy Proudfoot Mark Harris

Azambuja, Gisele A framework to extract, understand and structure relevant 
information from medical free-texts

Tatjana Zrimec Achim Hoffman

Barrett, Emma Criminality among substance users with post-traumatic 
stress disorder

Katherine Mills Maree Teesson

Beek, Kristen Training to aid effectively? Evaluating the impact of 
training on regional capacity in sexual and reproductive 
health for crises in East Asia, SE Asia and the Pacific

Anna Whelan Lois Meyer

Bennett, Jodie Nutrition and clinical outcomes for palliative care patients Cynthia Hunter Pippa Craig

Booth, Barbara Quality improvement in Australian general practice Mark Harris Nicholas Zwar

Boufous, Soufiane Reporting injury in older people: Epidemiological profile 
and knowledge gains from data linkage

Caroline Finch Stephen Lord

Bowen, Shelley The relationship between evidence and policy: A tracer 
study of promoting health equity through early childhood 
intervention in Australia

Anthony Zwi Margaret 
Whitehead, Peter 
Sainsbury

Breen, Courtney Alcohol related harm in rural NSW Anthony Shakeshaft Richard Mattick

Brown, Ngiare Addressing disparities in child health: A rights-based 
approach to improving Aboriginal child health in the 
Northern Territory

Daniel Tarantola Lesley Barclay

Bunde-Birouste, Anne Health promotion in migrant community through capacity 
building sports program

Niamh Stephenson Lisa Jackson Pulver

Burke, Michael 'Difficulties of engagement in PMTCT: Masculinity and fear 
in rural Tanzania': Male involvement in PMTCT services in 
Mbeya Region, Tanzania

Susan Kippax John Kaldor

Butler, Lyra The efficacy of a pedometer based intervention in 
increasing physical activity in cardiac patients

Susan Furber Adrian Bauman

Byakwaga, Helen Antiretroviral therapy in the management of HIV Sean Emery Mark Boyd

Byrnes, Joshua Assessing the social, health and economic aspects of 
alcohol in Australia

Christopher Doran Anthony Shakeshaft

Carroll, Katherine Unpredictable predictable and islands of certainty: 
A video-ethnographic exploration of the clinico-
organizational dynamics in intensive care using complexity 
theory

Rick Iedema Catherine Waldby

Chan, Bibiana Depression through Chinese eyes: A window into public 
mental health in multicultural Australia

Maurice Eisenbruch Gordon Parker, 	
Jan Ritchie
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Student Name Thesis Title Supervisor Co-supervisor

Chan, Derek A study to determine the relationship between Plasma 
HIV-1 Viral Load & Seminal Plasma Viral Load and the 
risk of concomitant sexual transmission depending on 
treatment status

Don Smith John Murray

Clay-Williams, Robyn Multidisciplinary Crew Resource Management (CRM) in 
Healthcare: Is combined classroom and simulation-based 
training additive or synergistic?

Jeffrey Braithwaite Ross Kerridge

Clifford, Anton Development and evaluation of healthy lifestyle 
intervention for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people attending a primary health care service

Lisa Jackson Pulver Robyn Richmond

Conroy, Elizabeth The importance of child maltreatment as a risk factor for 
mental disorder among opioid-dependent persons

Louisa Degenhardt Jeff Ward

Coupland, Heidi Risk, resilience and redemption: Situating Hepatitis C in 
the lives of Indo-Chinese injecting drug users

Lisa Maher Carolyn Day

Cunningham, Margaret Dignity as practice: The practical application of human 
rights in health care

Jan Ritchie Debbi Long

Dawson, Angela Learning and curriculum design in community health nurse 
education : a picture of a journey on the river Gambia

Chris Hughes Jan Ritchie

Dean, Roy The effect of a severe life event on the secondary sex ratio 
in an Australian community experience

Elizabeth Comino Elizabeth Sullivan

Du, Wei Child road trauma: A profile for children in New South 
Wales and evaluation of properly-used age-appropriate 
restraints as a countermeasure

Julie Hatfield Caroline Finch, 
Andrew Hayen

Du Toit, Renee Evaluation of mid-level eyecare personnel: The bridge 
between training and functioning in a V2020 programme

Peter Harris Rohan Jayasuriya

Eastwood, John Perinatal depression in South West Sydney: A case study Lynn Kemp Bin Jalaludin

Elliott, Julian Expanded use of antiretroviral therapy in resource limited 
settings

John Kaldor David Cooper

Esposito, Catherine Mental health and HIV/AIDS in Vietnam Daniel Tarantola Zachary Steel

Fairbrother, Greg Team-based versus patient allocation systems in nursing: 	
A comparative evaluation

Jeffrey Braithwaite Mary Chiarelle

Falster, Kathleen Long-term treatment experience and HIV disease 
progression

Matthew Law Basil Donovan

Foroudi, Farshad The need for radiation therapy Maria Ho Helen Lapsley

Forsyth, Rowena Tricky technology, troubled tribes: A video ethnographic 
study of the impact of information technology on health 
care professionals' practices and relationships

Rick Iedema Jeffrey Braithwaite

Fotedar, Rashmi The molecular epidemiology of gonorrhoea in Sydney Basil Donovan Rebecca Guy

Friswell, Rena Driver fatigue Ann Williamson Deborah Black

Frost, Steven Bone loss and fractures Tuan Nguyen Deborah Black

Gates, Peter Evaluation of telephone counselling via the cannabis 
information and helpline

Jan Copeland Melissa Norberg, 
Erol Digiusto

Gibson, Amy Morbidity associated with pharmacotherapies for opioid 
dependence

Louisa Degenhardt Lucy Burns

Gidding, Heather HCV epidemiology, treatment and outcomes in Australia Matthew Law Gregory Dore, 	
Janaki Amin

Gralton, Jan An assessment of the efficacy of common infection control 
methods for the containment of common respiratory 
viruses

Mary-Louise McLaws William Rawlinson

Guthrie, Jillian A phenomenological exploration of the experiences 
of families of Indigenous children hospitalised in the 
Australian Capital Territory

Lynn Kemp Graham Reynolds

Harrison-Varga, Evelyn Private health funding post Lawrence reform Jeffrey Braithwaite Deborah Black

Learning and teaching activities • Student research thesis



SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND COMMUNITY MEDICINE • UNSW40

Student Name Thesis Title Supervisor Co-supervisor

Harris-Roxas, Benjamin The impact and effectiveness of equity focused health 
impact assessment on policy development within the 
health system

Patricia Bazeley Lynn Kemp

Harvey, Lara From research to policy and practice in the prevention of 
burn injury in NSW

Roslyn Poulos Shauna Sherker, 
Caroline Finch

Hashmi, Zafar Clinical knowledge assistance info-structure towards 
knowledge-driven evidence based clinical practice

Tatjana Zrimec Ashesh Mahidadia

Havard, Alys Alcohol related health issues in rural NSW Anthony Shakeshaft Kate Conigrave

Heywood, Anita Travel patterns and traveller behaviour and their 
relationship to the importation of infectious disease into 
Australia

Raina MacIntyre Rochelle Watkins

Hill, Earl (Jay) Can education and racism be linked directly to dementia 
and in particular early on set dementia (age 45 -64) within 
the urban indigenous people of New South Wales

Lisa Jackson Pulver Tony Broe

Hsieh, Ching-Hsiu 
(Joanna)

Study of assessment facture risk in the high tech 
employees

Tuan Nguyen John Eisman

Hudson, Susan An ethnographic study of street-based sex working women 
who inject psychostimulants in Kings Cross, Sydney

Lisa Maher David Moore

Indig, Devon Alcohol related emergency department presentations Jan Copeland Kate Conigrave

Jackson, Joanne The natural history of newly acquired hepatitis C virus 
infection

Gregory Dore John Kaldor, 	
Peter White

Jacob, Susannah The role of chemotherapy in cancer treatment Michael Barton Rosemary Knight

Johnston, Amy Suicidality in the Australian general population Shane Darke Tim Slade, 	
Joanne Ross

Jorm, Christine 'Somebody could die in this place and none of us would 
know' - medical culture and identity in the era of safety 
and quality

Jeffrey Braithwaite Peter Kam

Kariminia, Azar Death among a cohort of prisoners in New South Wales 
Australia - a data linkage study

Tony Butler Matthew Law

Kirby, Susan Do patient attitudes contribute to frequent re-admissions? Sarah Dennis Mark Harris

Kirigia, Doris Beyond needs-based funding: Resource allocation and 
equity at the Area Health Service level in the Australian 
state of New South Wales

John Dewdney Augustine Asante

Klein, Linda 'I know where you can find out more:' The role of peer 
educators in promoting quality use of medicines among 
seniors

Jan Ritchie Sally Nathan, 	
Sonia Wutzke

Knight, Patricia Young rural drivers and risk taking behaviours Mark Harris Don Iverson

Kwan, Marcella Risk factors for falls in Chinese older people Stephen Lord Jacqueline Close

Lancaster, Judith Beyond accreditation: Surveyor influence on quality 
improvement initiatives in their regular workplace

Jeffrey Braithwaite David Greenfield

Larance, Briony A comparative study of the diversion and injection of 
methadone, buprenorphine and buprenorphine-naloxone

Louisa Degenhardt Richard Mattick

Larney, Sarah Opioid substitution treatment in prison Kate Dolan Alex Wodak, 	
Lucy Burns

Lau, Annie Ying Shan The impact of cognitive biases on information searching 
and decision making

Enrico Coiera Nigel Lovell

Laws, Rachel Adoption and implementation of risk factor management 
practices in community health services

Mark Harris Lynn Kemp

Lin, Frank Translating bacterial molecular epidemiology into 
information to improve infectious disease risk assessment 
and control

Enrico Coiera Vitali Sintchenko

Learning and teaching activities • Student research thesis



BIENNIAL REPORT 2007-2008 41

Student Name Thesis Title Supervisor Co-supervisor

Low, Lena Examining the schema of complexities in health care 
accreditation and its influence on accreditation outcomes: 
A study of medical clinician surveyors and the factors that 
influence them

Jeffrey Braithwaite Anna Whelan

Lum, Martin An international study of unplanned, emergency surgery 
queues

Rick Iedema Anneke Fitzgerald

Lyell, David Improving health system performance by using simulation 
to improve decision making about medical workforce

Enrico Coiera Geoff McDonnell

Maloney, Elizabeth Opioid dependence: Associations with suicidal behaviour 
and other psychiatric comorbidity

Louisa Degenhardt Shane Darke

Mammen, Kristie Treatment structure and opioid maintenance treatment: 
Impact on clinician practice and client outcomes

James Bell Richard Mattick

Marjadi, Brahmaputra Infection control barriers in rural Indonesia: A study of four 
clinical practice areas

Mary-Louise McLaws Michael Whitby

Martin, Cheree Psychological outcomes following traumatic brain injury Hugh Dickson Hans Van Der Wall

Martin, Greg Brief intervention for cannabis use among young people Jan Copeland Shane Darke

Martins, Joao Redeveloping malaria control in Timor-Leste since 
independence

Anthony Zwi Paul Kelly

Masnick, Keith Clearer vision: A competency-based multiple entry and 
exit approach to the remodelling of eye care services in 
Thailand

John Dewdney Alan Hodgkinson

Matthew-Simmons, 
Francis 

The impact of public opinion on illicit drug policy Alison Ritter Susan Keen

McDermott, Dennis Indigenous mental health Anthony Zwi Niamh Stephenson

McDonald, Julie Relationships between community-based health services 
for the prevention and management of diabetes and the 
impact on the quality care experienced by patients/clients

Mark Harris Rohan Jayasuriya

McKenzie, Suzanne Mental health and prevention of cardiovascular disease in 
general practice - impacts and interventions

Mark Harris Gavin Andrews

Menant, Jasmine Effects of footwear on balance and gait in older people Stephen Lord Bridget Munro, 	
Julie Steele, 	
Hylton Menz

Merom, Dafna-Rivka Public health approaches to measurement, surveillance 
and the promotion of walking among Australian adults

Adrian Bauman Chris Rissel

Mewton, Louise The classification of alcohol and cannabis use disorders in 
young adults

Maree Teesson Tim Slade

Micallef, Joanne The natural history of acute hepatitis C virus infection Gregory Dore John Kaldor, 	
Peter White

Milne, Jacqueline Inter-professional learning and inter-professional practice Jeffrey Braithwaite David Greenfield

Mitchell, Rebecca Development and application of an evaluation framework 
for injury surveillance systems

Ann Williamson Rod O'Connor, Rod 
McLure, Tim Driscoll

Mutombo, Ngoy Treatment structure and opioid maintenance treatment: 
Impact on clinician practice and client outcomes

Mary-Louise McLaws Joanne Webster

Nakhaee, Fatemeh H Modelling survival following HIV and AIDS in Australia Matthew Law Deborah Black

Nathan, Sally Consumer participation: Positioning, discourse and 
influence in health care decision making

Jeffrey Braithwaite Niamh Stephenson

Navarro, Hector Cost benefit analysis of a community action intervention 
strategy to reduce alcohol-related harm in rural 
community in NSW

Anthony Shakeshaft Chris Doran

Nelson, Paul Longitudinal study of drug use, health and offending 
outcomes for young offenders

Louisa Degenhardt Dianna Kenny, 
Christopher Lennings
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